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Think College is the Only Path to Success? Think Again!Want to think out of the box? Want to

change your perspective on your future? Feeling ambivalent about going to college and going into

debt? Then join the world of alternative thinking, risk-taking, adventure seeking, and change. Join

the Uncollege revolution and learn that you can create a profitable, exciting, creative, and amazingly

successful future without a college degree.Whether you're a high school student considering your

next step, a college student seeking change, or even a college graduate looking for creative

alternatives to the conventional path, this is up-to-date guide will provide a wealth of life-changing

ideas and resources, including advice on: Great careers without a college degree Taking time off

before or during college Opportunities for adventures around the world Internships, apprenticeships,

and training programs Community service projects that pay Starting your own businessYou are

living the most exciting time in history! Seize the day! Take the Uncollege Alternative!
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The UnCollege Alternative is a great resource for those students who are in college and questioning

whether or not they should be there. Ms. Wood makes an excellent point early on in the book: would

you just walk into a store and point at something and say "ring it up", regardless of the cost? The

author states that when students go on to college without really thinking it through as to whether or

not college is for them - they are saying "ring it up" possibly for a $80,000 education.What makes

The UnCollege Alternative shine is the wide variety of potential career paths the author discusses,



many of which can bring in significant incomes. She discusses all aspects of each career path:

needed training, certification, potential income and job market, as well as providing a sort of "day in

the life of" feel.I think often students just go to college not knowing what they want to study, just

going because that's what they are "supposed" to do. I recommend this book for ALL high school

and current college students. Even if you decide that college is the right track for you, at least you

are educated in what some alternatives are. It is important to know just what's out there before you

potentially spend four years of your life and tens of thousands of dollars.Another excellent book I

recommend on a similar subject is "Taking Time Off" by Colin Hall and Ron Lieber.

I first picked up this book when I was debating about whether or not to stay in college. Danielle

Wood's witty, down-to-earth, and downright common sense is one of the things that helped me

make up my mind.In a society where college is seen as the ONLY way to go if you want to succeed,

and it's becoming a very expensive way to go at that, more and more people are wondering if it's

really all it's cracked up to be. This is a great book because it doesn't trash college in any way. It's

just a sampling of what's out there if you decide NOT to go to college.I referred back to this book

when writing an article for my website titled "The Ecology of College," and it's as helpful now as it

was then. When you're being pressured on all fronts to go to college, this book provides a fresh

perspective by offering some healthy questioning and unbiased honesty.If I could, I'd buy a copy for

every high school senior I know. This is the kind of book that might make parents a little nervous,

and readers a little anxious, but ultimately it'll help you make an informed decision, which beats

ignorance any day.

Ms. Woods offers an incredibly insightful and highly worthwhile probe into the worlds awaiting all of

us outside of higher education (of an academic nature). She manages to be philosophic and

pragmatic at the same time, enumerating a diverse range of concrete alternatives for those of us

who wish to lead an alternative life. In a world of pre-fab opportunities and lifestyles, this

compendium of ideas stands out as a unique perspective for anyone seeking new ways to fill their

lives with adventure and inspiration. I, for one, intend to follow several pieces of her advice, and I

would like to stress that this book is a valuable resource for anyone, of any age, seeking unusual

answers to the usual metaphysical questions. Thanks a million, Danielle!!!

I bought this book about a year ago when my son was a high school senior, and was briefly

considering not going directly to college. The edition I have is copyright 2000, so perhaps the



content is not the same as the item listed here. But when I looked into a number of the programs

listed, I found that many actually required some college, or a specific field of study, or required

participants be a certain age, or turned out to be unpaid volunteer programs rather than jobs or paid

internships. I'd prefer to think that the 2000 edition is simply out of date (the research was probably

done five years ago, or more). But I'm reluctant to recommend this book, at least for the purpose I

sought it out -- finding opportunities for high school grads who don't want to go directly to college.

for any one who feels that they have no idea what they want to do, this is the perfect book for you. It

has tips on every thing, from how to get basicaly a free education to how to become a merchant

mariner.

For those of us not sure exactly what we want to do next in our lives, or for those just curious about

what might have been, this is an incredibly helpful book. Lucid, detailed, and entertaining it is full of

fascinating information and helpful advice. It should be compulsory reading for every high schooler -

and I highly recommend it for everyone else too. If ever there were a book that might really change

your life, this is it.
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